Common Go‘c{enege Duckling

/\//ﬂ heart is ﬁrokcn; tears saturate my face. Mother Nature can be ditficult to com/orcﬁcna/ at times.

An hour before the first rays of. go/a/cn sun grace the tree tops circ//'n‘gr [dftt/c Notch /> ond in Moosehead Junc~
tion Towns/wp, exhilaration fills my mind and soul with the ant/a)satfon of slocna//ng a wonderful a’aﬂ in the north-
ern forest. | he c/rumm/ng of a rutted grouse accom/oan/'cs a choir of songél’rc/s. A mother common go/c/c‘ncﬂc
duck 5/@@P5 on the center of the Pond, while her two c;/uc,é//ngs remain hidden among the reed-laden shallow ec/gc,
sate from the a/angcrs of the ng/n‘ [ he mother awakens and Eeg/ns to feed Z)ﬂ a’/vzhg below the water’s surface

for her breaktast. 5/7@ beckons her babies to commence z[ccc//hg. 7776 adorable bundles of a’ownﬂ feathers feed
in the shallows while mom feeds in the c/cc/oer water.

One of the Cﬁarm/’n‘g a’ucﬁ//ngs paa/a//es towards me t/)rou‘g/) the reeds and grasses that tower over its diminutive
boc/y‘ T/)@ Aca/t/yﬁlopearlhg a’ucé/fn‘g spr/r/gs u/owarc/ to reach the uppermost Ioort/bns of the vegetation to ob-
tain food.

/:1}7/'5/71}73 its breakfast the a’uck//n‘g swims 50 feet offshore to rest br/’c@ on a small boulder. On/ﬂ minutes later it
Jeaves the boulder, and 5@5/}75 swimming /abor/ous/ﬂ. Mother duck swims toward the a’uoé//hg while ca///hg for her
babies. [ he second a’uc/<//ng swims from the shoreline towards her, but the other c/uc;é/fng Is swimming in circles
and does not /‘csloona’ to its mother’s cries. 7776 mother calls /ouc/er, but the a’uck//ng continues ignoring her as it
Iocrsfsts with swimming in random circles. 777roug/£1 a tc/cp/;oto lens / observe the c/ucé/fqg swimming with its head
a/ropplhg Jow; it cvenfua//ﬂ droolos into the water. Mﬂ /70/06 is that the a/uck//hg /s [ccd/ng on food loca tcc{/’usf be-
neath the surface. [Jowever a COU/D/C minutes pass and the c/uc,é//ng does not raise its head from the water to
breathe. / fr/gﬁtcnlh‘g/ﬂ realize / am Watc/ﬁng this l’?éauﬁ[ué nnocent, and young animal die r/g/ﬁ before my /’76/P/655
eyes. Within seconds it stops swimming and its boa’y becomes listless, with its a/rooping head suémcrgca/ in the
water. [t is dead. | break down in saddened tears. Jts mother and one 51’[7/1’/75' continue to )[ecaf but 7[//73//5 notice
somct/nhg /s amiss. 7776:9 both alo/oroacﬁ the dead a’ucé/fng. T he mother calls to the duck; the surviving /Da[y
reaches out to touch its deceased 5/’[7//’/75. Minutes later t/my swim away; the dead éabﬂ’s boa/y Hoats away in the
o/o/oositc direction.

l/[//tncssing the untfme/ﬂ death of this a/uc,é//ng has disturbed me /mmcnse/ﬂ. My wonderful day in the forest is
shattered. L/'tt/c /\/otc/7 F ond is wild and brea tﬁtakihg with crysta/ clear wa ter, but js this water cfcce[wﬁg? /s there
an unseen c/angcr that caused the aluoé//ng to die this 5/'<:Aen/hg death?

/ return /’70/776, prema turc/y, in the car/ﬂ a[temoon, too cmot/ona//ﬂ drained to sustain myse/f P/’ys/ca//ﬂ and remain
in the forest. Arr/vfng home the tears continue to fow as [ ee Ann comforts me; | am still c/cc/o/ﬂ saddened and
concerned bﬂ the duck//n‘g’s unfortunate death. [ ee Ann suggests that my gﬂ}:l[ may be a//'sp/accc/. 5/76 bold), /,
and Pcr/m/os correctl. , states that ”/\//aﬂbc you are cry/hg for all of the wildlite that /735, and wf/é succumb due to
the Cafastropﬁfc 0/’/5/0/// that is occurring in the Gu/z[ of Mexico.”

Mankind is Ll’//fng W/'/a//lfe, and bis own P/anct 7776 carth is now 5/@60///75. Ana/ its blood is black.
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